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patience and reſi ignation — va- 


niſh at the approach of aflition SZ 
44 and, like the baſeleſs fabric of a 


5 viſion, leaye not a wreck bebe 5 


; Thoſe common precepts ſuit not the 


greatneſs of my loſs. Reſignation 
and a bleeding heart are incompati- 


ble; and he who 1s wounded with 


2 dart like this, muſt feel too much 


io argue. No, my friend, at beſt 


your medicine is but an opiate : it 


may, for a time, lull me into inſen- 


fibility, blunt all the finer feelings 


of the ſoul, but never, never ſhall 


2x, in this break- 
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| grief! 1 
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ing heart, a heart which ſhall ever | 
bear my Delia's image. 4 go, my 
friend; this gay metropolis ill ſuits 
| my grief: 1 Ae to Bellmont. 5 


e For, alas! here with het 1 eds 


Bock © can wander with pleaſure alone. 
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hy 3 Nightin gale's complaining notes, 
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| O my word, thy laſt letter was 
ſo entirely poetical, it deſerves 

f 

to be eternally recorded in the an- 


| nals of gallantry, as a perfe& model | 
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dor the love-lorn throng. 


Prichee, Rainsford, whence didft | 


5 thou 
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thou borrow thoſe moving quota- 


tions? And is it then in gl re- 


tirement you hope to conquer this 


= unfortunate. paſſion? But you are 


right, my Lord: however unſuc- 
ceſsful the attempt, you will there. 


find fewer witneſſes of your fully. 


Yet why ſuffer your hours to lan- 


guiſh in the gloom of anxiety? Why, 


With every grace of mind and per- 


ſon that can adorn and improve 


ſociety, will you fly from 1 man 's beil 
joys, the joys of ſocial and convivial 
life ; and, to brood o'er one diſap- 
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Miſs Montforts ſpend their winter 


in London, and make her ho 
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their home; and, as ſhe has more 
room than her own family require, 


and has juſt purchaſed a new car 
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| Lose by receiving ber daugh- 
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ELL, Fanny, EY 


ing my aunt Martha's un- 


lucky omens, I am, thanks to my 


kind ſtars, ſafe in Brook Street. 
Would you believe it my friend? No 
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adventure! A hundred miles from 
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home, and no adventure! no knights 


errant !— Poſitively, my good aunt, 
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it is true. — Indeed, all the he crea- 


tures J have ſeen, look rather as if 


they had been confined in enchanted 
caſtles, for the ladies amuſement, 


than 
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adents of our 


an like the defce 
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warlike fires; and, inſtead of form- 
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for hair-dreſſers, 
long train of etceteras. | y Be- ; 

. drolleſt ori inal) ummons ” 
me to the toilet; I fl y- to attend the 
important dities. would ? 

to ſee your on b 
+ Freſide o'er trifles with a folens face,” # 1 
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uuſe, command eſteem, lives unad- 
unbeloved; and will die, my 


. N Fanny, unregretted; while none but 
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ſuch a woman ever exiſtec. 
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| | wonder, Kah what zermatt 8 
was | thy laſt ſtudy? Believe 2b? 
love is an antique entoitbed ö h „ 
our grandmothers; and i if our modern 


pretty fellows ever mention it, it Ws _. 
for Want of other co - 1 
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er corverſation ; or, 


as they tal N 
meerly to ſhew heir rea | ing. Tr 
ever, my dear friend; let m 1 
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Il. inanimate F ſtrokes that mark. | 
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to. o figure to yourſelf the God of wit | 

de ſcending among us, and aſſuming | 
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1 ſo hard, or temper ſo untracta- 
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views his approach without tranſ- 
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| hs his 


is His perſon f is tall, very thin, and 
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his face is remarkable for nothing 
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but a pair of lively black eyes, 
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which are under excellent diſci- 


pPlwKline; as they can ſupply the 


place, even of that graceful flow) of 


words and elegance of expreffion a 
which none beſides command. He 
5 affects a ſaucy negligence in his 


perſon and manners, for the general 
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run, that renders his, attentions, 
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them, abſolutely irreſiſtible: and, if 


I have: not yet ſecured your eſteem 
for- the witty, the elegant, the en- 


aging Edmond Harcourt, : dare no 


longer refuſe it. o the Man, of 


Honour. Yes, my friend, that 5 


40 Sacred Tie” has ever bound him: 


"that principle, however i in the ears 


| of others it may ſeem but a ſound, 
hy his breaſt has proved itſelf a 
reality, a reality as much ſuperior 
to that / ignis fatuus, by which many 4 
are deluded, as is the ſun to the 


plow-worm. Adtuated by this, his 


gayeties have {till been pleaſures ; : 


: his 
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Sir George Aby to Captain Bevill 


thou woudſt have by friend 
| George Aſhby | fink i into a downr ight 


cating a gay young fellow. 
No, no, Frederick, I Will level 


mountains, raiſe plantations, and 


Vol. I. c 


even 
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"ELL faid, Bevill, and ſo 


| Benedick; and for the lake of poſ- E | 
terity too! On my word, a mighty 


unanſwerable argument for domeſti- 
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even build hoſpitals for poſterity ; 
but, with the old man in the 
Spectator, ſhould be glad to ſee 
this much talked - of poſterity, do 


ſomething for me. 
Thy laſt letter, F rederick, ſpoke 
the frigid, cold adviſer. And is 


Captain Bevill then yet to learn 


how weak that f reaſon is which can 


but point out danger, not teach us 


to avoid it? Les, my friend, 1 


obey your dictates, I reaſon much 
— but reaſon of Emilia ; . 
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1 ſee Lady Harriet, I endeavour” 
to rekindle my extinguiſhed paſſion; ; 
but each endeavour recoils upon 
; : BY myſelf, and tells me it is impoſſible. 
E True, the is beautiful; „ but, my 

friend, when the Earl wiſhed you 
to marry Lady Mary, did not your 
eyes bear teſtimony to her charms? 
And did you not declare, that meer 
beauty might attract your ſenſes, 
but could not captivate your heart? 


—— No, Bevill, tis the elegant, 
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the infinuating Emilia, who, with 

fewer perſonal graces, poſſeſſes all 

that ſweet ſimplicity of thought, all 
Ca 
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_ ſenfibiliry of ſoul, which 


would make even uglineſs attraQuvez 


'tis ſhe who has won my heart. 


That J once loved Lady Harriet, 


my friend, how could it be other- 


wiſe ? Young, unexperienced, un- 


deſcerning, my heart readily yield- 


ed to her charms; and, in thoſe 
tender moments of deluſion, I gave 
that fatal -paper, that frantic pro- 
miſe, that rends my ſoul. — What 
do I ſay? Even without a pro- 


miſe, thy Aſhby had been 7uft. 


Ves, Frederick, this heart can 


mourn, it can bleed in fulfilling 


its 
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its engagements.; but it Knows 
hot-: to bettay — inno- 


, 


cence. 
Thanks to Lady Waters, is 
is on a viſit to my mother) I am 


more frequently tete d lite with 


Emilia. Vou know my god- 
mother — 4 1 rough diamond, chat 
needs but the workman's Wan to 
render it of ineſtimable value. 
Nature, my friend, may form the 
jewel, but it is education alone 
can give the poliſh: and how 
_ inſufficient that unadorned virtue 


pl | | 84 * 
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- 


LETTER ü 


* 


a - 


T muſt be confeſſed, Sir George 
Aſhby does excel all the reſt 


of his ſex; not in elegance of 


» 


| perſon, in wit, or underſtanding ; 
(for theſe, I flatter myſelf, I may 

ſtand the ſcrutiny with his Wor- 
ſhip); but in the ſofter virtues of 
the heart: for the devil take me, if 

I ſhould not have ſworn at any girl 

-— | C 4 8 for 


A 


— 


— 


for a prude, that had penned ſuch a 

letter as your laſt ®. 
Ill tell you what, George ; 
have, thanks to my grandmother, 


ſome very fine-looking books 1n thy 


o 


library; ſuch as, The Whole Duty 


T 


of Man, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, 


2 * 2 


cetera; which, ſhould I want to 


o 


. 1 * S » 


onour and 


- 


read any thing about H 
Conſcience, I had much rather turn 


to than 
are only ſtupid, but your Letters 


* 


your Letters. The Books 


— 


> 


are the devi, 


y e 


* This letter Co25 not appear. 


Tus ASSIONATION.' 
am actually aſhamed to call a 
2 my 5 friend, to whom it is 


* 


neceſſary to recount the joys of that 


love, which, N 
“ Free as air, at fight of human ties, 
1 Spreads its light wings, and in a moment flies.” 


Carry off Emilia, (in which 


. 


project my brains are very much 
at your ſervice: no bad offer, let 


me tell you); then marry Lady 


4 


Harriet, and make the beſt huſband 


in the world; but there you muſt _ 


, 


ſhift for yourſelf. The latter ſeems © 


_y 


Lal 


=: 


ſuch a quiet foul; the former, ſuch a 


* 


* 


* 
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any 


fo ol, that, take my word for it, the 
patience of the one will hold out 


till yours is quite tired with the | 


4 


In love, forſooth! Pray, George, 
what do you call love? I remember 


you was always reckoned a good 
clever fellow at ſchool ; but faith, 


in this inſtance, I very much doubt 
| your worthip's ſagacity. What you 
talk of, ſeems to me the ſame kind 


* 


of penchant one boarding-ſchool miſs 


— 


feels for another. What, I'll war- 


* 2 5 


Fd 5 


rant me, the pretty creature won 


. 


your heart by helping you to finiſh 


4 


— 


5 a P : 
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2 pair of net alia: Not that, 1 
ſuppoſe, ſhe netted a bit better chan 
yourſelf; but the manner was ſo 
| obliging ! Then five years conſtan- 
cy to Lady Harriet ! Incorrigible 
wretch! Upon my ſoul, I wonder 55 
I have patience to throw away my | 

time upon you: but I have been 

this fortnight paſt at the Caſtle, 

| where a ſmart little widow at pre- 
ſent boaſts the honour of my atten- 
tions, who, poor creature, takes ſo 
much time in drefling, what is 
much better undrefled, that I had 
E mind to encourage a charitable 
8 6% © _ 
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fit, and endeavour to work the, 
reformation. of a young fellow, 
who, but for my friendly arm 
held out to ſave him, would fall 
into the loweſt abyſs of prudence 
and ſtupidity. I'd give the world 
to be wimeſs of one half, hours, 
tte d tte berween, you and Emilia, 
but not that world ſhould bribe me 
to be longer a ſpectator of your 

dullneſs : tor ever deſcanting on the 
weather, knorting, and perhaps, by 
way of variety, now and then on a 
Primroſe, or violet, t to enliven the 


converſation. 


But 


AT ION. 37 f 
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But then, ſo much ſenſibility can 


7 
\ 


I 


animate even knotting and primroſes; 


7 


D £ 
I. I 


and, BY aff is a much more melan- 


1 5 2 


choly truth, even make a fool of 


- 


Sir George Aſhby. 
If you love, George, convince 


ö 
. 


Emilia to your arms; if yo do wo 
love, why, this ſolemn farce? 
Lady Harriet and be ſtupid. At all „ 


events, till you have attained ſome 


degree of \ prightlineſs, boaſt not of 


of ww 


a friend in ee 5 


- 


| AUGUusTuUus RICHMOND. 
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"LETTERS Yu 


8 £2 # 


Lady Harriet Somner to Miſs Lenox. 


7 


9 


'Y Maria, pity your unhappy 
friend. You, who have met 


* 


but wich the ſmiles of love, can but 


i 5 II 8 . * 


faintly picture the anguiſh of a 


a 


heart, bleeding at the indifference 


of its beloved. Did he, my Maria, 
exult in my ſufferings, or careleſsly 
forget his former attachment, I could 
deſpiſe him — but to deſpiſe Sir 


1 „ ͤò 
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George Aſhby, indeed, my dear, it 
is impoſſible. His attention is un- 
remitted ; he ſtudies my very looks, 
and flies to obey them; but where 
is the j joy that once revelled in his 
ſtmiles at my ap proach; where that 
a [ melting ſenfibility, that lively appro- 
3 bation, that once animated his in- : 
telligent eyes! — Ah, my friend, 

if Sir George Aſhby can change, 
where ſhall we ſeek for conſtancy ? 
If Sir George Aſhby can deceive, 
where ſhall we ſeck fincerity ? T 


I was laſt night at Ranelagh. Sir 


George introduced his friend, the 


once 


40 Tux ASSICG NATION. 
once gay, once blooming Lord 
Charles Rainsford ; once the life of 
every aſſembly: now melancholy, 
pale, dejected. Oh! Love! Thou 
ſource of ſorrow, what miſery doſt 
thou occafion ! Say, my friend, 5 is 
55 there a pang which derives not its 5 
origin from that ſpring? He, too, 
: has loſt the partner of his heart, ws 


1 F Saatche ere her prime, and in her bridal hour.” 


He walked with the Miſs Mont- 
forts, two Northamptonſhire beau- 
ties, who made their firſt appear- 


ance this winter. They are ſweet 


Sl | 


r IR 3 OY 


glories in inſenſib 
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4 *% 


girls. The eldeſt, tall, ff prightly, 
blooming, a beauiiful as an angel, 


Lucy, the youngeſt, elegantly 


* 1 *. 


{po 1s mind; «; the moſt 
features imaginable; a counte enance 
ſtrongly, expreſſive of the utmoſt 


tenderneſs; and eyes in . 


21 


read every ſentiment of her heart. 


— 


— Sweet, novice |: too unpractiſed to 


bt 


diſguiſe her ſuffrings. She loves, 
Maria the lovely gr owas her ar 


f 99 
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| theſe tender friendſhips ! + She 
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Harry Willmott, two years ago, 


< 


-< 


ſpent the ſummer at Montfort- 


wo young people, of ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility, and of une- 


0 


qualled merit, conſt antly together, 


N 


as my ſweet Lu ſays, in- 
ulge a friendſhip for each other. 
„ Maria, how dangerous are 


med him, the loved him as 
Though always fond 
of the country, ſhe never thought 


her brot 


it ſo delightful as then, unconſcious 
it was her Henry's preſence en- 
livened every ſcene + #— - 
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Colonel: Willmort i e ho 


ſon, ui by rear lade he 


was nominated a writer for Bengall. 


2 8 . C * id 0 8 . 
5 and the doating lover muſt 
lected; and th 


leave the miſtreſs | of his heart; 
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ments. 
The ſervant who 8 the 


letter, waited with a chaiſe, and 
. tt muſt embark at 
| Portſmouth On the morrow. What 


could he do? His Luch's eyes had 


ſe cret 


oft betrayed the ſecret of her heart, a . 
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Yager Hugs aps, 


os 4 5 SO; 
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CN OR eee 


bufict in lelesting the faireſt flowers 


to form a noſegay for her tender: 


ſume. She has! not ſinoe heard of 


at - 


r — 7 oor ettrs - p 
— A . 

8 n — 
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ret of which ſhe only was un- 


on his return. . : 
The thought was not to be borne; 


ganden, and fou | 


His lovely Lucy 


the avowed 


end. In 
the: pureſt paſſion for the amiable 
32 To 1 


ow ſhe loved, to find 
ver, and to loſe. 


— 
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© Surely, my 458 he mut have 

had opportunities for writing! O 

theſe men are ſtrangely ati : 
and though they will not allow us 
their equals; in underſtandi ing, willing- 
ly yield us the palm i in conduct. 

Adieu, Maria. Think ſometimes 
of my Lucy Montfort, think ſome- 
times of Sir George Aſhby, and if 
you ſhould ever be tempted to love, 


think « of your friend, mn 1 


Your HARRIE T. 


Ti | a 
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| TT Mw 
 LordCharlesRainsford to Colonel Harcourt. 


o 


O T. yet arrived, | Harcourt ? 


W 


4 i * ou cannot | imagine how 
| | many uneaſy days I have paſſed, 
1 in anxious expectation. Surely no 
bufinneſs can be ſo urgent to keep 
you from your friend: ſay rather 
amuſoment is the attracting load- 
5 ſtone; that the charming Miſs 
Montfort, a female Ovid, has me- 
. | _ tamor- 


. 
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tamorphoſed my ſprightly inſenfi- 
| ble(friend, into the moſt deſ pair- 


ing inamorats that ever bore the 


name. 


— 


And ſo, | my good Harcourt is 
abſolutely, in ſober ſadneſs, breath- 


» 


ing his tender vows, at the feet 
of a peeviſh, unfeeling beauty ? 


. 


1 


« And have th il. judging ſex then wills ſo blind, 


* 


That Edmond, if in love, can figh in vain ?” 


rithee, Edmond, let me twine 
the willow, to crown my deſpairing 


nent. ie 5 
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What vou tell me of her ſiſter 


may be true; but the ſex have no 


longer charms for te. Were ak 


their inſinuating attractions centered 


in one charming piece, this heart 


would be ſtill true to its firſt poſ- 


ſefibr, would Rill retain Its Delia's 


The ſweet Lucy Montfort, you 
fay, ſeerns unhappy. Perhaps the 
weeps a boſom friend ; perhaps a 


ſofter cauſe ; ; the pangs of diſap- 


— 


PO. * he. hd 
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© Amlable' girl! my heart bleeds 
#1] fr thee. Harcourt, aſſure ber of 
; : : my friendihip, a Friendſhip always 
7 ready at the call of diſtreſs, a heart 


always open to the unfortunate. 


= Ah, for this fair Helen, 1 Would 
lay my life, in leſs than a month, 


WF Harcourt is the gallant Colonel of 


WT the fighing train. The idea is inf- 

: | nitely diverting. Then for the pariſh” 
chocchz Hoging? zer- bels, Ms 
4 papers, plum-eake, and 4 4 long ent. 
cetera of bridal appendages — but | 
WT | beg your pardon, Fhad forgot, y 
Vo. ls o wee 


— 
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liv el friend ſcorns to marry chus en 


eligi uette, 


What ſay you, ned. to a trip 


to Scotland? The delight of per- 
ſuading 4 fine girl to run . off with 


Fou, and all the dear varieties of 


the journey, will juſt ſuit thy enter- 


prizing genius. 
=) confeſs my elf greatly obliged | 


to your fair Eliza: I no longer 
tremble at thy dreaded raillery, and 


feel a malicious pleaſure, at the 


thought that you have learnt, from 
your own feelings, to pity your friend. 


N I ſhall 


Fu ASSIGNATION. 5t 
I ſhall be with you very ſoon. 
Each object here recalls its lovely 
miſtreſs; each flower that, 
! N 5 Touch'd by her fair tendance, gladlier grew,” 
now mourns in filent ſorrow a fairer 
flower. | Net 
May you, my friend, never ex- 
perience the excruciating pangs of 
having the object of your affec- 
tions torn from you in the very 
moment that ſhould have inſured 
your happineſs ; may you never b 
know the ſufferings of your 


RAINSFOR D; 
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ET TER IX 
4 From the ſame to the ſame. 
LONDON. 


12 upon my arrival, I. 
flew to your lodgings, and was 
| infoimed vou had left town the 
vight before. | 

| How unlucky your abſence ! Bs 
ſeverely felt by a heart panting to 
unburthen ſelf into the tender bo- 
ſom of friendſhip ! 
| . Raging - 
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| Raging at my diſappointment, 7 


reſolved to return to Bellmont; 


and had actually ordered a chaiſe. 


for that purpoſe, but was prevented 
by Sir George Aſh by, and Au- 
guſtus Richmond, who inſiſted e on 
my accompanyi n g them to Rane- 
lagh ; they rejected all my excuſes 
as trifling; and meer r civility forced - 
compliance. 1 

In the name of wonder, Har- 
court, how came you abſent, and 
Miſs Montfort at Ranelagh ? Though 
ſurrounded by a crowd of flat- 
terers, there ſtill ſeemed ſome- 
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thing wanting to your Eliza's hap- : 
| pincſs,. and what that ſomething 
was, not all her affected | indiffer- 
ence could diſguiſe. Ce neſt que 
du badinage ; ; and yet, 1 dare ſwear, 
thy unconſcionable vanity will con- 
ſtrue this groſs flattery into ſimple 
= +7 and we ſhall ſee the ſelf. 

5 ſatisfied Edmond Harcourt, with 
| that air 1 agreeable effrontery and 
aſſuming negligence, fancy himſelf 
à perfect woman- killer; ſee him 


ei Strut a Riraw-breadch nearer to the ſkies,” 


Soon after our entrance, Si, 


George 


- 
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” George Aſhby joined Lady Har- 


riet, Richmond his old aſſociates, 


7 ˙ R  engyy = 1 os; 


and your friend exhibited a me- 
lancholy proof how inſipid every 
amuſement is in which the heart is 
unintereſted. 


Never did I ſee a greater aſſem- 


e r n 


bly of fine women. Lovely flut- 
terers! Wonders of a day! Say 


my friend, which of them can boaſt 
a form more ſweetly elegant, a face _ IN 
more beautiful, a ſoul ſo f po:leſs, as 
my Delia's? And yet, 55 
« Like bloſſom'd trees, o'erturn'd by vernal forme, 
« Lovely in death, the beauteous ruin lies.” 
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My friend, 1 often weary you 
with tales of love — yet with theſe 
thoughts, conſtantly in my head, it 


is impoſſible but that they 


ſometimes. deſcend to my pen; and 


fox ely, for ſuch a cauſe,” even the 


moſt ſexere, Will pardon the-rifing 
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* 


Auguſtus Ricbmond, Eſq; to Sir George As. 


Bſolutely, George, you ate in- 
tolerable, with your ſenſibility, ; 


| ſentiment,” and 4 thouſand ſound- 


o 


ing nothings, chat never entered 
any other than thy ruſticated head. 5 
Pray, Aſhby, | if you have the : 
leaſt ambition four ſcavoir vivre, 


leave theſe old faſhioned notions: 


10 thoſe who are obliged, through 


4 354 7 „ 15 5 neceſſity, 
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5 | neceſſity, to adopt 1 2 ſet of 


old women, and antiquated COX- 
combs ; and let us embrace the 
pleaſures within our reach ; nor 

vainly refine on happineſs till, like | 

; | a vapour, it eludes our graſp. 


J am, | at preſent, engaged in 


the prettieſt little adventure, and 


6 þ thou canſt me in action. Our ta- 


with the prettieſt: Title girl ima- 
ginable. Now. had I but thy ſolt 
ſtile, thy roſes and lilies ! — 
F aith, George, 5 can no 1 
equal thee in deſcription, than | 
. lents are tout au contraire ; ;z and 


| Rs when, 
„ : : | a — : 


when nature ordained a Phaeton, 
why mne was obliged” to dem an 
Ovid to . dhe bu 
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and your. p ſhall· have his 


honour: of - celebratin g ny ex- 
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not one of your prim miſſas, 
educated between the nurſe an- q 
grandmother, and uſhered into>the 5 
world a winder of female virtue; 
cimen of th 


fince they haye taken pains to. 

dicate evt ative; feeling of the 
8 at length ſue- 
d:-raiſed heir charge 5 
res of men. 10? 1g 
orge,”: alli 2 could 4 ſooner 
pay a 0 ations./to e my es 
mother' 8 image, | chan to thoſe! 
pradiſh, fai ones, thoſe un natiiral 
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antidotes io lore. Al on} IH 
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T3 91 1 cry | 
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ol cry. you niexcy, Aſhby: upon 
2 life 1 had Al theſel 
; afleaions' are rhe very 
ade of. gol ddl — Now, 
har | FILSON Salmodi's, 
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ol 
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her on — ſubjects, and 
vo young, Platoniſta, 4 doubtleſs, 
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+6 eorge; - f you might be 
warried a month, — would : 
find Gut the | deception. n. 
And fo: thou haſt- no ambition 8 
Yo a counted a man of 3 
Well, it is mighty: pretty. to quit: 
the field, where: we. are ſure of: 
being excelled; but I have pro- 
miſed you my affiſtance. Daſ-- 
thy coward, not to brave all N 
zers, upon ha: firengh of that 
. 1-tell thee what, friend, 
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Vici i: and really the poor ſouls | 

are ſo fond, vou would be 2 . 

; excellont ſecond., 0 1 . 
N ö N 1 8 


Is ſhould like to meet with this 


oy * Unſuſpe&ing Innocence” vou 5 


talk of. Such a phraſe ſes 
have ſounded very well from the . 
1 lips of | Adam, before his conſort 
tranſgreſſed; but with that tranſ· 
= greſſion, ; dhe term grew uſe⸗ 

Believe me, Aby, 1 open 


f thy letters with as much ſoler uuy 
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yours, 450 when it ceaſed to love. L ; 
you, it it funk below your notice, ; J 
Oht; Harriet, you. have taught me | 
to deſ piſe myſelf. Sir George Aſhby | 
is indeed contemprible, while Lady 
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the ſpotleſs mind that rouſed my 
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27 CCC heart. 
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"a heart. 1 imagine it may be p 
ble tor paſs through life without a 
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it is not in man to love but once. 
The heart once ſoſtened, e 
- admits future impreſſions: ſenſi- 
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1891 15 e — 


ilmott, | and enquired after his 


n 
o 


38 a SFRPWS ANY i 


* , 
o t 
* . a 2 Sas Al = uy * 1 2 3 9 2 — 
933 ed : J 99 LM Wins,” EV 3 . 1 La "0" $603, WA Rr W. * 
N een. e eee. Pe ns ids CEN RO NG A 1 


1 1. 5 83 = L : þ 
© £ * * ; b 0 2 : ” 


94 Tas 'ASSIGNATION. 


friends, 
conſſa dne ind Tis h 
- hp Wehen e von laugh, Har 


1 


| — e will indeed | 


x 


"= - ls 
18 112051; end. 
# 5 5 + «© | * 4 - ö 4 CY 8 
„ 
14 
FA 


am no platoniſt; yet do 
lieve me jnespable of f 


2 
_ 


- 7 — &. 2 a + 3 
: 3. of . - 5 K 8 „ 355 as * 3 
more refined than I can 
= WJ 1 : A 


if 2 9 


: ; 4 1 
5 1 a wy 2 * 
; % ; . 3 1 p NE” ; 
YH \ £6 fr > _ A — 2 EX 2 £4 % 
* 4 - * : - 2 * & A I w N - 4 A 07 . 4 2 A 4 % * * 
5 


* AO * 5 F 


_ \ 8983 
"a - k — 5 * 
A 7 q : 33 2 4 
on =. : 4 S => 8 2 , 
4+ HW” f 7 ö TM s g f 3, : 


> =] 


FF 


— 


— li RR Le; Wn is 


* 
7 


1 8 1 r . a 
* 5 2 5 F 1 L > 
mer I f 2 x 
_ 8 — 2. # 


ſeats a. viſits © 


to have paid with my Maid - 

Ah; how unſtable is Human | hap- 
piness! A Precise arts the thin 
texture of felicity ; and our Joys 
evaparate-_in a NOIMENt........ 
any one laſt year afſured me Halt 
ſhould ſo ſoon have loſt the 1 
of my doating heart, Thad corned 


the ill omen d boder. F rom my 


ample let no man depend upon 
the morrow for. happineſs. — 
pf ineſs! Ah; my friend? What 
is this n ueh talked-of ha ppineks : of 
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been dying, in 157 me, N 
theſe twenty years, and is now 


who has 


gayer than ever. Pity his looks 

contradict his poetical aſſertons :; 
5 though, if I may believe him, 
the ladies, fearing to loſe fo 
bright a ſubject of cheir charms, 
have, through meer ſelfiſhneſs, : 
preſerved the valuable life of chis - 
heroic Don Quixote, , SF. > 
We have alſo here the alot 
Lord Eſdale, a ſecond Demoſthenes, 5 
who harangues on beauty with the 
umoſt propriory, and embelliſhes 
vor. „ 7 of N a head 
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& head:dref with all the flowers of 
rhetoric. W 1; 8 
Then the i inviting Lady“ Sargh-- — 
an old maid, Harcourt — - who, 
gapes for a civil ſpeech as does & 
fiſh out of water for air, and is 
a ready to cat up every young fellow 7 
who comes within five yards. at - 
„ F dp dd; bore. : 
We have here, likewiſe, the 
lovely | Arabella „ Who thinks" and 
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talks of nothing but } 
She vows ſhe pities the poor young 


| men her cruelty deve to deſpair. 
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66 True, my Lord, it is too thin | 
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« But love, you know, charming 


a diet. But pray, ſince Mr. 
Patchwell, the lawyer, told me 


laſt night murder is a crime, 


what will become of me 


and W like yours « was 
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_ think; T am © handſome? 
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8 1 beauty. Poor Sir Harry, and 
* my Lord, and the 
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"A Os;wy; Adlg Arabella; it Is 

- impoſſible to count your adorers. 
| « With undifpmed 80 you ſtriks 5 
«. af] eyes; and. 
cc need but to be ſeen,” dai | 
 bagatelle to entertain my Harcourt ! 
Did che ſex conſider how infinitely : 

more attractive, the amiable endow E 


ments of the mind render them 
in the eyes of men of ſenſe (mind, | 


Harcourt, in our eyes) they would 
cultivate the hidden diamond. But 
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the already too alluring ſex? 1 155 
7 for us, kind nature formed 
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Duke 8 daughter, is e, preny,, | 
but proud and imperiinent, filly, 
without ſimplicity, and artful withe, . 
out underſtanding, - —— My. God ! 
Harcourt, when tall I leave this, 
fariguing company ? — Lord Eger- 
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= ton makes me fick with FRY, ſon- 
= 7 nets; Lord Eſdale tires me to death 
w eloquence x b Lady Betty with 
Civility ; Arabella with her charms; '# 
and Lady Frances with her rank. hs 
The Duke's eldeſt ſon is for ever 


= 8 breaking in on my retirement, ö 


adorn the room with flowers, or 5 
ſcent it with eſſences ; While the | 
| "younger children diſtract me with 
: noiſe. | In ſhort, Harcourt, for the 
remainder of my life, 1 ſhall have 
an invincible averſion to poetry and 
poets, deteſt eloquence, civility, 
beauty, aſſiduity, and noiſe,” I will 
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not ſtay, the moſt urgent buſineſs 
calls me to Bellmont; any ching on 
earth for an excuſe.” Say, E 
mond, can your friend long inhabit 
2 place where to think on his Delia 
would be to profane. her N 
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deſtitute of ſouls. Believe me, their 
greateſt merit is their” having no 
| character FH 


inſenſible to feel un wee 6 


—_ pas with the torrent. 


Too idle to think, es; 


y for them; their aflociates, . 
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though ridiculous, are Innocent, 
and their Graces boaſt. of virtue: 
VvVirtuous, Hareourt, by the meer 


abſence. of vice. d God! And 


iY couldſt thou 3 OW creatures 
> for this neguive perfection ? Reje& 
with me, my friend, the humi⸗ : 
liating, the unworthy idea; let us, 
a Ey our conduct, aſſert the ſuper 
riority of. reaſon, and conquer our 
| opponents, by firſt ſhewing we cat 


en ourſelyes. t a 585%; hay; 
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Ah, a FO he. ever talk of 
Willmon? Sweet girl, ſhe rrembles, 
not at hs impending pang. _ Con- 
ſcious ſhe merits happineſ "'E ſhe. 


doubts not of attaining it. Har- 5 


court, I cannot pity when ſuſpi li- 


cion is oyer- reached, er art out- 


wiuted; but that this charming con- | 


fidence, the natural reſult of i inno- 
cence and unde rſtanding, | ſhould 


be dancer wounds me to the 
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ſoul. 5 „„ 
Your her my friend, cannot. 
be long inſenſible; the very air ſhe 


1 breathes 
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| bibles is infecliom 5 Her filters : 
| ſufferings may, perhaps, ſteel her 
heart againſt the tender paſſion ; 
for, notwithſtanding all her charm- - 
ing vivacity, I am convinced each 
| gh, that eſcapes her Lucy, is 
echoed from her heart. Sweet 
| girls! Theſe affectionate ſiſters, my 
i Harcourt, what tender wives would : 


7 they make How ſuſceptible of 
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love ! 


Is Sir George Aſhby. Cinch | 
z This Phœnix muſt redeem the con- 
ſtancy of our ſex. Five years ac- 
e Wh quainted 
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quaimed” with Lay Harriet; five 
| vears affured of her alkbetionz and 


ſtill attached! Hear hier ye who! 
: blame our fickleneſs ; ; and wonder 


at che ſex you vilify. . eke 

Lady Harriet is univerſal con- 
feſſed charming but is ſhe more 
charming, Edmond, | than Lucy 


Montfort? et he was left vga 
and forſaken.” 


1 ſhall leave the Caſtle to- mor- 
row, and wiſh you: would meet me 
at Bellmont. Is the requeſt” too 

much 2 Come, i my friend, and 
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ove and fortune favour the darin g 
firike a bold Aroke, and che day . 
is your own. But prithee, George, ; 
no longer perfiſt in believing thy- 
ſelf in love. It is, a. mighty: pretty. 


_ 


word, and derives inexpreſſible 


graces from the lips of a N 
fellow. © Then it opens uch 4 
fund of mall dall 37 it is is/i ungoſtible” 
to ſuppon converſation. without: its * 
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animating aner! In ſhort, it is 


a Peckey bagatelle, invented for the 

muſement of leiſure hours; but 
to make a ſerious thing nit, 
really, George, I bluſh for you. 
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We: men of he world e which 
ſociety * bought. you had been 


initiated) content ourſelves” with 


the ſound; and leave to 
and women the reality. Eb bien! 


and how is the amiable Emilia! * | 
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(your own epithet) and how the 
ſoft Sir George ? Faith, Aſhby, 1 
would have run off with all dhe 
women in England in leſs time 


chan you take in n you are 
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1 have thought of the moſt divine 


pie: for you. Contrive a breacli 


between Emilia and your mother; 3 
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then let the, dear innocent throw x 
herſelf into your friendly arms, 
for Protection, et Þ afaire 1 fi. 
left your worſhip,” being no 5 
conjuror, or or in other terms, a very. 
irtuous young man, ſhould beiat 
a loſs to accompliſh this fracas, be- 
hold my ready pen preſents the 
means. Has not your mother 51 
never knew an old woman of qua- 
lity that had hat ſome favoured 
friend, ſome humble conß dend Y 
Wich whom the fits and recour 
the conqueſts of her youth, recalls 5 
. nne hours af, © urtſhix 
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Gorge? about your Wich, . 
riß her avatice,! antl ſhe is firmly 
your friend. Then ler her infuſe 
ſuſpicions into Lady Aſhby, t | 
Emilia carries on an intrigue” wth 
— Ne dan not HAM _— 


. . 


tachment to. exch other will rea- 
dily countenance. "But let the 
3 humble gentlewoman inſinuate that 
by ſhould her Ladyſhip enter into any 
explanation with Emilia, the will 


_ under 42 neceſſity of 
great reſentment to her fon, which 


mut de accbunted fo to Lady 
OW > * 155 i ; Harriet; 
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Harriet ; and therefore fil OY 
protract an alliance: the has? been 


ſo long tl 
In the mean time, the girl, finding 
an evident alteration in Lady 
Aſhby's conduct, flies with ber 
tale of _  forrow ” to her friend 
Sir George, intreats vo inter- 
ceſſion with the old daniel; who, 
convinced by chat of her guilt, or- 
ders her inſlantly to leave the _ 


houſe. . | Overwhelmed with grief 5 


for her misfortune, with regret 35 


that ſhe knows not the occaſion of 


veying . 
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veying her to ſome country village, 
till her confident (for 1 know all 
your Mifſes have violent notions | 
of friendſhip) can be informed of her 
diſtreſs. , It will be your fault, you 
. | know, if the letter ever reaches 

che hand for which it was in- 
tended; vou, therefore, have the E 


— leſs cons to fear detection; and | 


; Emilia, in the ſuppoſed infidelity | 


of her female friend, will have 
{#4 creatu ROY 1 can no bos 


ger have the am to keep you 
| | Waiting 
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waiting (The Silla I mean, and 
4 deviliſh fine girl that have been 
prancing under my window this 
half hour. — Behold, George, how) 
great my friendſhip ! - — Now for 
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Y dear friend, you knew not 
your danger. This Sir 
[as Aſhby, why fo often n 
tioned; why dwell with ſuch de- 
| light on his name? Oh, Emilia, I 


tremble for you. \ Your unexperi- 
enced heart, captivated by that fair 


ſemblance of virtue, ſees not 
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the 
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the betrayer in the polite, the at- YT 
tentive Sir George. Charmed by | 
the gay. tints, the blooming foliage E 


of the roſe, it thinks not of the 


thorn. How ſhould my amiable, 8 


my unleſs Emilia, herſelf incapable 
iſe, ſuſpect it in another! ? 


It is true, Sir George is engaged: 
but believe me, my ſweet girl, 


beauties, like yours, might tempt 


him to (might perhaps juſtify) in- 


conſtancy. Lady 5 Aſhby, : though | 


univerſally. allowed à good and 


| benevolent woman, is rigid, even 


to ſeverity, in her ideas of filial 
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bedience; and highly ralwing 3 
gifts of fortune, can vo think 
it probable ſhe will ſacrifice Lady - 
Harriet Somner to—Emilia Leſley? | 
— O, my love, call your reaſon 


to your aid, ſuffer not your 


to be engaged, 


and remember 2 


# fentiment P have frequently heard 


you admire. 4. A maid paſſes the 
{0 firſt bounds of reſervedneſs who 
"= allows 'berfelf to think ſhe is in 
« love.” Pardon : the appre· 
len fions Ro Fri end. ZEA lous for 
her Emilia's s ivelfize:" Lady Har- 
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world. It is a 
lovely. evening; and {I:ofareſee 

I ſhall// enjoy my ride e 
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az 


tremely. 


Adieu, my Henrietta: I ende — 
vour to > appear chearful ; but a figh 5 : 
7 455 Sap With chat adieu, : 
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Write to me directly, , if vou 
ever loved me. In the niidſt of 321 
* wor 1d, farrounded by opus . 7 
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if were abways my greateſt enjoy- 
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can mw” the toaſt of this' Bay ; 


chance. Even fy aide” fup- 

orte but by a poor five hundred, 
will be ineffesus! to ſubdue che 
haughty Eliza. And yet, my dear, 
_— man is via: charming; 


-O, F forgot. ' World you believe 
it? 1 think. of entertaining the 
; pale of matrimony; and che man | 
— ſuch a man, child !—F wW 

this early notice vou ſee - 6 de- 
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„„ „„ 
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| ſeend from my altinde of power 
to warn you country miffes Pugs  * 
Pare your batteries 17 N fbr, if your "= 2 
hearts are not impregnable, this' 

Adonis will be the eaſy victor. 
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Let me attempt to deſcribe him. 
Now for ſmiling loves, and Cu 
whole artillery. — Alas! my fri 
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williogly. quit the ſublime. 
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redoubtable hero then is, in plain 
Engliſh, tall, thin, filly, and im- 
pertinent; perpetually : ai | 
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I have ever conſidered ſenſe as 
the native of every ſoil, a1 plant 


that wants but: the warm fanſhine: 
of favout to unfold its opening 


this booby, ſon O 
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W028 has: « 
| vas his advocate. Is it poſſi- 


ble to hold out againft theix: Joint 


eloquence2: Her Ladyſ 


chat, as it is | cuſtomary: 1 to marry; 


1] inks I cannot have 2 
andi has promiſed to- provide 


the wedding dinner,” and” __ 
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the eripuette of the day. How 
fortunate this man, Fanny, to have 

mide 4 ſecond of the only womatr: : 
in the world who would: not have: 
outſhone him! Theſe monied- men, 


I imagine, : loſe 5 grain f lun fo 
every. dllonul: gone z and 
thanks tw And nature, vii : 
on Par) our intellects Being per- 

fectiy ccqquvalenx doo Heir wealth, my 


This is a fruitſu 
| berleſs refleQions crowd to my pen, 


hem, and * 1 um- 


but they are ſo obvious your own 
mind will eaſily , ſuggeſt / them. 
One would conclude from this irre- 
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He was lively, agteexble, 21 
ing-Iphad almoſt fa 
At laſt the creature—g rw. preſuin- 


irre ible. 


to his tale of love, I ran up to 
8 fetch 
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fetch my drawings to divert his 


attention, and was frond minutes. 


before 1 returned. He commended 


them, and took up a pencil to, 
make ſome trifling alterations; then 
: 1 po upon me, 4 Miſs 
ontfort,” ſaid he, 2 have yw 
< not lat a paper?” | - 

7 n F anny, how 1 was con- 

4 when he drew my letter 
25 . you . it, (Colonel: 
+ Hareoun? — Anſwer me fin- 
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66 Upon my 1 Madam, 1 je 
T am ignorane « of the contents. 

456; Thank Heaven! of ſaid 4. raiſ- | 
ing my hands with tranſport. My 
; emotion, 4 ſuppoſe, awakened his 
curioſity. . He. caught the paper, 
and ſwore he would read it. 1 : 
uſed my utmoſt endeavours. to pre- | 


vent him, but in vain. 


755 My Eliza, Fr ** 
I am not memioned, and I will 
© reſtore: i 77 2 5 | 
„ Vain wretch | >. gad l. E 
What could I do, en fo 
ſcorned an abſolute falthood ; 
13 
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tO ler him read it in my preſence 
was ſhocking. In this dilemma 1 
did. the -very thing FT: ſhould' have 
avoided; I ran up ſtairs, and locked 
myſolf i into my chamber. A mighey 5 
unneceſſary precaution: . "though, 4 
found ; for the” Colohet vas 
; diſpoſed to invade my retirement; 
and had left the houſe" a few mi- 
er 1 went dap flair This 
L leaint from Habella,' Lady Be- 
verly's attendant, to Fe 
the letter, ſealed up in a blank ſheet 
of paper, With orders 10 deliver it to 


me as ſoon a he was gene. 
5 1 Fanny, 


this man? Strely 
this | evening however, 1 "ſhall | 
not ſen d chis ti 1 have ſeen him. 1. 
Tecbe bet No Colonel 
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he's men Kio 

eady their neglect ! But on ſuch" # 
1 it is no 25 merit ; to- excell 3 
when your Eliza wilhes to d play 
her Wit And ingenidty, the wl en. 
Kaba Praiſe tlie w reiches. 
Lady Beverly tales of gbing {60h 
0 Fr Prince to fetch ber Bt 
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quette. She gives us reaſon to 
: imagine that nothing, but our being 
in town could induce her to, delay 
her Journey. 1 entreat her not to 
let us prevent her expedition ; ; but, 
my dear, ir is ſo very uncuſte mat 
for the miſtreſs of a ho iſe. to leave 
her viſite rs, that her Lad) 
cannot think: of it. — Now could 
but | perſuade. her hat. the 
Dusheß, the Counteſo, or Lady 
* ſuch· a· one had ſet the, example, 
| believe me, we mould hear no 
more ſeruples. — This woman 
1 would bluſh. Fl no crime if, it 
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could: be enrolled” in the rules. of 
politeneſs; and had rather ſee. 
the world in flames, than in- 
fringe one point of ceremony 
But if ſhe. goes, the amiable Iſabella” 

muſt accompany. her Fanny; E 
feel myſ elf greatly intereſted: im 
che fate of this 1 poor girl. Her 


perſon is agreeable; and her face, 


before i it was. worn with the tra 


of forrow, was. doubtleſs charming: 
There is a peculiar dignity, a: cer-- 
tain elegance about her, which de 
clare her the f. port of fortune. 
SF hinted my ne, She bluſhed; 
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ſpare from her, think on the au- 
thor of your Pleaſures. | Yes 3 you 
ſneaking devil, vo might have 
| fighed to jets. ink had not my 
divine ingenuity furniſhed you with 
expedients. But I will not remind 
you of what your gratitude muſt 


ſave me che trouble of; 3 therefore 

Pl treat you with ſome of my own 8 

affairs | ks 3 1 : -\# 
"About, a. mile — a balf from 


Tet 1 


. this habitation. (for the dear crea- | 


tures here ate it folicitous for 


' tay, chat I can't And ! in my j heart 
to leave them) there fands « aug 
1 | Ine ; 


r 


Tas, ee * 181 


2 : 
„ I & 4 > 


+4 


* 


ile cotta ge, by the ſide of a river 


| where Dick Richardſon and I were ; 
Arolling the, other evenings. when 
wwe were 5 ſiopped by the ſound _ | 
of the ' moſt harmonious wild notes AY 
you can * The long w 
ſwore 1 would have one Kiſs from 55 = 
the bi ps which breathed ſuch | bar- 
monious ſounds, and for that pur-, 5 6 | 
ole. n to ſcale the | hedge. „ 'Y 
Dick, who would not have. ran | | 
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the ſweeteſt ſyren ay 
beheld, was ſpirining 


in 2 little ar- 
bour ſurrounded * roſes a . 
lies, faint e 


Alarmed- t my —_— | 
| on | her” em 


* 
=y 
+ 
w_ 
5 
= 
Ul 


1 and her in my 
4 Deat reature, ae bh: abe 


> 
4 
+ 


ee EN en, 


n 
D 


« ſhall Fil me- more . 
him you fing of® 1:27] en nap] 
Alas. Sir; ſaid ſhe, „ if 
n 


n 


** 


3 A * 
COTE LISLE 


bl AV ad A rey few bcbg 


3 2 
4 bs 
os 


184 Tux : ASSIGN AT I ON. . 


I lage, | how can We hope the 
© feats of thould afford 
1 ſhall not repeat all that was 

ſaid; ſuffice it that, finding her ſo 
aſtoniſhingly ſenſible, nay elegant 

in her. converſation,. I was ſolici- 
tous to learn whence, ſhe gained- 
it, and Fee? the curate of the 
had inſtructed her with his 

con daughter. But had I opened 
a book which lay near her, I had 


been no longer at a loſs to account 
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for her purity of thought, or de- 


licacy of expreflion. The moſt re- 
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fined by (ideas, 0 in . 


moſt elegance of langua ge, declared 
the writings of the inimitable John; 2 
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gine, 


ge, how bewirching the 
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ſublime- ſentiments of that divine 
these eee by the ſofinel 


who: Was afraid I. ſhould ridicule 
his want of Quixotiſ! m, had br JL 
the ladies from the Caſtle to the 
farm, where. they found me in 


earneſt converſation with Marian. 


Toi have been trying ever fince 
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ledge a more intereſted motive. — 


My amiable girl, help me to diſfi- 
| pate my thoughts, which all point 
to one center - The ungrateful 
Harcourt cauſes me  inexpreſſible 
uneaſineſs. : 
This man, formerly ſo 44 ſo 
conſtant . viſiter, now ſmuns the 
houſe : and if by chance we meet, 
rudeneſs i is his moſt flattering con- 
. Ah, how much more flatter- 
the cutting indifference he 
frequently aſſumes! Is this the man 
of honour I once. depicted ? 


ö angel: 
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Miſs Montfort's orders; 
5 ſhe learn, from the 
unfortunate Iſabella, that there is no 
other road to happineſs, but through 
Temple of Virtue. _ | 
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— ce f hit ur 
7 Ys Miſs, Montfon, do the 2 


under- 


diſtant, and the dictates of the 


one ſo ſeldom regulate the feelings 8 

of che other? My father's heart 
confeſſed Miſs Raymond's charms, _ 
but “ the world's dread laugh,” 
determined him to ſet in compe- 


tition with his happineſs, that cen- 


ſure he ſo lately deſpiſed. o 7:08 5 


- Mrs. Raymond was the widow 


of an officer, who had often PF 


lized his courage in the field; and, 
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underſtanding and the heart lie ſo 


thinking with Cæſa 13 | that c . It wake - 
better to ſuffer death once, 1 


2 always to live in fear of it, ” with = 
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fe ding his co 


in bravely 


their. prattling offſpring, had long 
ſubſiſted on his pay. This tender 
huſband feared his death would 
overwhelm | the heart which po- 


verty could never wound. ; The 


| thought of his Ifabella's pangs was 
the only tie that kept him from 
che ſkies, and her lovely image 
quitted his faithful Heart, but with 
| the expiring figh. Aa: 
* Ag ſoon as Mrs. — 
A: bee loſs, accompanied by N 
| „ ber 


the moſt heroic: valour lott his life, | 


Himſelf, his lovely partner, and 


her ae and with no 
proviſion than her _— ber 
tired to L- 3 ſolicitaus 
for her Charlone's = DF 
ployed her utmoſt care * to rear the 
1 tender 1h ought?” n ib 
Miſs Raymond was about eigh- 
L ——, agreeable in her perſon, 
lively, ; and | engaging. f 2 He F 


Pr oached, ff her with indi 
but found it impoſſible 
a 5M egular ut, ſhe had that 
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;nexpreflible je 1 ne ſai quoi that at is 
: infinitely more attractive. 
He tried every method to drive 
ber ide from his mind; but, find- | 
ing it as impoſſible as * was to 


refarin from viſiting her, he reſolved 
to make the tour of Europe. He 
was two years in travelling, but not 
meeting that ſatisfaction he promiſed 
himſelf, and convinced, by expe- 
| rience, that abſence but endears the 
0 object of our affections, immediately 
after his arrival i in London, be ſet 
out for L ——, and wondering 
he 


| he had fo long rejected a wy 
chat courted his acceptance, re- 

ceived his Habella from HP! hands 
of a delighted mother. E 
8 « My birth was but a prelude WW 
my future miſeries, and deprived my : 
father of the beſt of wives. Perhaps 15 
that was the reaſon why 1 I ny 
ſo little of his affection. 

41 was put out to nurſe, for any 


n redoubled his concern, as 
he looked upon me as che ſource of 
all his x misfortunes. _ 1 
Ke. Mrs. Raymond, ſoon!" air, 5 
deſired Permiſſion to take che care 


K 3 ol 


198 THE ASSIGNATION. 


of her little erand-davghter, a re- 
queſt readily complied wih, © / 

While under her friendly care, 
health, peace, and innocence led 
on each ſmiling hour; but, ere I 
was twelve years old, J loft the 
guide” of my —— years, 
this tender infirurefs,” | 
„% My father took me to his 
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with choſe juvenile incidents which 


afforded nothing either new or en- 
rertaining: it will be ſufficient to 


inform you that, at ſeventeen, # 


myſelf i rr 


ed with every 


- and the undoubted 1 
menſe wealth. The men confeſſed 
they: thought : me | amiable, while. a 
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| that can bear — dhe trum 
of their afſertions Por | 
< « My father was ſeldom, at FOUR 


his companions engrofled his whole 


time. Left entirely to myſelf, and 
of a bvely dif poſition, my gaities 
were unbounded. Amuſement, 
pleaſure, dreſs, and Aifipation, leſt 
; no time for more ſerious avocations. N 
The men n to inſpire 5 
me with love, but found I taughed | 
at their pretenſions, and ridiculed 
| their vows. — Happy, Madam, 
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Madam, the extent r "OM LP 
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Tara leſß fervent, his intreaties 


less importunate, and his vin 
ter than before At laff he 


Totally abſented himſelf for chres 
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- days. Imagine my anxiety!” Yer 
mill confiling/in his generoſity, 1 
unforeſeen accident ident. Every 1 


at the door ala med me, 1 epected 


this faithleſs- lovet,"dhd was Rey 
edly diſap ling 
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pil — mee, 


44 M 1 Labell, how free 
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. nor once inform her of 


** heard a father's ill ſucceſs, and 
| pit mon to ſacrifice to the 


« trifling conſideration of ſuperior 


5 forrune, the happineſs of his life : 
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at Mrs. X, may I flatter 
* myſelf you will meet me there? 
4 Come, my love, obli ge with 
- mi your a preſence the man ho 
knows not to be ungrateful. 
A Allow him once more to breathe 
the ſincereſt vows af your feet, 
A and to aſſure you chat he is 
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This billet reſtored: + find Q 
my ninth boſom. I had not 
courage to ſhew- ir to my father, 


leſt he ſhould prevent our m 
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in ES nk I had recourſe to : 
artifice ; 3 and by pretending buſineſs 
= with- Mrs. M — for. the firſt time 


in 8 life, praiſe diſguiſe. ara 


chere long before me. He received 
me with tranſport 3 ſwore that no 
change of circumſtance ſhould dimi- 


niſh his affection, nor even a fa- 
ther's. commands oblige him to de- 


er his Iſabella. He propoſed a 


privs ate anc but, finding me 
averſe to it, dropped the defigns | 
0 t; my, dear Miſs Momfons, 
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in hve could didtne, and yeah may 
conceive Mr. ' Oſnay's: prake ons, 


He would not ſuffer me 10 des 
part, till he had obtained my pro- 
miſer: to meet him thank” We? the 
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1 deceive m father, he eaſiy 
penetrated my over- acted ꝑrecau- 
a tions, and aſked if I bad __ Mr. 
bi! Olnay. 


Ofnay. I ſcorned an actual falſity, 
e I had juſt parted from 
Him, and "OY his letter in my fa- 
chers hands. vel ob 
te My Ifabella, faid he, let us not i 
ſhew by the meanneſs of our conduct 
chat we merit the misfortunes we 
ſuſtain. Is it nor beter to ſuffer by 

oy father's raſhneſs, . than by your 
| own imp dence? Scorn to be the 


5 wife of a man, who force to own 
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©  you' publickly, and who, only ſoli- 


citous for himſelf, - will ſacrifice . 
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.* Indeed, Sir, you wrong N.. 
ban 1 am on xinced his love for 
me is. more ferront than ever; bye 
ſes Earl, unbiaſſed by, paſſion, has 
SY 2; lady. of ſuperior fortune, 
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to. accept Mr. 'Ofnay's hand, un- 
ſanctified by parental approbation, 
But if honour pleads in vain, Iſa: 


| bells, be not deaf to the calls of 8 
inter oft... "Mr. . Oſn nay is entir ely * 


| " dependani on his father, and marry- 


ing contrag) 10 his expreſs com- 
mand, he can expect but a bare 
ſubfiftance from his bounty; and it 
were * bener, my Ifabella, 


4 © Nox hen, than cp dome Z 


7” Happy, Mit Adee had 1 
255 thought with my father ; FO n 
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aſſured me that afier we were mar- 
ried he Earl would be readily indy- 
ced to forgive and by a ſhort 1 time 
7 ' abſeming myſelf from Mrrs. M—" 5 

x imagined. I had ſufficiently ſacri- 
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my appointments from my faber 8 
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| Mr. Ofnay of my ſecrecy,” his leners 
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| for 2 private marriage more urgent. p 
| Ah 6 Madam, in my ſerious mo- 


ments, 3 abborred my diſfimulation, OY 


bur ten thouſand pleas rended to ſi- 
L 5 lenee 


Ul 
= 
_! 
* 
* 
3 
4 
| 


= ; "4 
214325 214 P 6 Fin Wi 10 
* 


py promiſing TH 15 


et x K..- 


ASSIGNATION. 


220 THE 
"* 5 
4 . 


"lence 2 reproa ches of conſcience; 


e 481 lf; 


and, by marrying 1 F. Ola 
Bon 17 »+ 21.58 
hoped | to ſuf ußpon my 4 father in 


4 2 * BE. >. L CFE 125 


former affluence. Lo 


* 


7 


* my "Me 


4 POLE by 15 2 

£ This 3 idea, wh could? ade 

| = 1 Þ Fa i: 1 gern An 
induced me to ruth on mai ry with 


6 2 wed. OE 5 of ond 01 fie 
'tranſport, 8 0 infinite force, when 


It tended 1 to e che loft incline 


7 $4 Þ 5Þ; . 44 ; Les 2 + WF 21 * n 
tions of the heart I agree 3 bo 


wil um tO 


— 
9 


altar!” upon his 


F 
5 * $ 


7. K: FS 


Een 
"live with 


my father gill Happier © times Hätte 
Bis claim, K el.aprary ſethed 
10 "reconcile ay afecki6n for "Mr. 
© Olnay, wich * Ty io 4 a Parent, 


* * 1 e 4 4 5 


$ $4 n ; A 


odd 


A clergy m. mon. Beppe * 


2 


by 


THE, AF SIGN NATION, : 221 


* 
+ 
12 * 9 


* 


and, with the 1 oft aſtoniſhing uns. 


152 9 4 g 2 1 5 2 . 
44, * 4 # i 


2 : 


concern, 1 prepared for the impor- 7 
tant day, 


e,, ; 
2 3 ear in che orning to 
vel 15 KITE 5 ly | 7 he me FF ing t "br | 


Mrs, M - EY met 1 


8 


— 


3 8 4 © Þ 56 at." 5 
« ** 3 # 


- 


12 | 2109 2 <1 =; (374 1e 


= oe # 


E + 7 
9 11 2 
1 wt 75 


10 


* ee Was obligg to > attend one of | 


20 > 0: Fx Mty 
r beſt caſtorners, who. had Juſt 


T Rr Fe. - * 
he t 10 S537 tron 


for her. She refuſed to 20, 


ST oaks 1 * . "XP 5 . 
24 422 33 : vY £5 3 


1 inſiſted 2 pon her not ha- 


bu 7 SE TH # In . N 3 . * 1 £4 we 8 
23 1 4 | eden 5 


zarding the loſs of the lady s favour 


for my ſake. We had, therefore, 


£47 oa 


no, Fr oa witnels than a friend of | 


7701 TiO $7 6: 6 + * 


Mu Ofnay's, who gaye him, phar 


+ ob} $45 aw 0 2. 235 2 ECT F * 
22 141 444 2 | - 1 5 
3 INE 


nw 


222 Taz ASSIGNATION: 


he poliely dee, an ile ble” 
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frantic, difordered, ruſhed 3 into the | 


* FR 


: room! : Is 

ts I had Juſt life : enough to hear 
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tent SN renounce me, and. 


ſunk ſenſeleſs on the floor. 3 
8 When 1 regained my reaſon, k 


| — m ſelf on a. couch, and Mr. 


Oſnay kuecling by my fide. Len- | 
| quired | for my father, but was told 


he left the room ſoon after 1 gained 
away. 1 ordered a chai air, and in- 
fiſted that Mr. Ofnay ſhould keep 


ä his promiſe inviolate. He complied 5 
more readily than I could have ex- 
= AY and 1 ſet out for that peace- 


ful haven I ſo lately quitted, but 


found. the doors barred againſt me. 


The ſervants told me, with: tears in 
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Abel to diffipare my — 
Ah, Miſs Monefort, too giddy. to. 
reflect, too inlenſidle t feel for g 
another, I eafily' forgor a parent's | 
ſufferings: I and i, i in Mr. Oſnay 8 
abſence, an uneaſ y thought obtrud- 
, 1 diſ pelled 3 it by recolleQing the 
rectitude of my motives, and willing Ty 


at all events to enjoy the ſweets of 
ſelf efteera, condemned my father's 


pride, _ he wo rigid principles 
of honour, to which he « 7 . 
| crificed the peac eful = o : 


dered all other inſipid; nor had T 


86 Momſort, it — 
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propoſed. In time his 'excur 
i became ſo Frequent, that 1 ventured, 
FE gently to remonftrate.-.. He, was en- 
| aged, ſwore he would not rein his 
pleaſures to procure the happineſs 
of a perviſh, ungrateful beauty, nos 
maintain a — xecurned buy 
with reproach. 
In vain 1 3 to pacify 
3 this huſband, ſo much beloved. 
as — was 2 * 5 
efforts to 2 him, auld the 
ing * would never . 
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gan, indeed, to be alarmed, and ſent 
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Oſnay was in town. *'Þ waited: her 
n * the moſt anxious in 
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ſent her once more to the Ears, 
the bad ben Mr. Ofvay. RG - 
you, Madam never experience, even 
e Nel endured. — 
knew, myſelf his wife, and reſolved 
a no longer to ne it, e 
prior claim. eee n 
She had nor 


— —— before a car- 
riage ſtopped at the door, and Mr. 
- Oſnay handed out his bride. ft 
0: This faithful girl took care 10 | 
: "plies herſelf where they were in- 
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 Ganed at the fight of her, dropped 


- Lady” Mary's hand, and, conducting 


her to a room, immediately returned : 
to Berry, and reprimanded her for 
+ daring to intrude and obſerve his = 
conduct. She repreſented my ſtua - 


* with artleſs eloquence 


painted my love and ſufferings. 
"He appeared affected with the me- 


| ancholy recital, and putting ſome 
bold into her hand, . Tell my E- 
e « bella,” ſaid he, * the has ſtill a 
40 lover? and hurried from her. | 
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